Leopards providing solution to India’s Rabies Epidemic

India’s rising feral dog population causes a major health crisis in the country. While
exact population figures are difficult to verify, many sources estimate 30 million stray
dogs live in India. Approximately 20,000 people per year die of rabies, most of them
due to dog bites.
The study found that the small population of leopards “may consume about 1,500 dogs
per year, saving around 1,000 bite incidents and 90 potential rabies cases.” The
presence of leopards was also estimated to save $18,000 in dog management costs.
“Dog bites in these slums are very costly to people,” O’Bryan told me in a Skype
interview. “There are the costs for medical treatments and hospitalization, as well as the
costs associated with lost work time.”
Sanjay Ghandi National Park, with a population of 35 leopards, has the densest
population of these big cats in the world. The park is also in the middle of the
burgeoning city of Mumbai, with more than 20 million people. Approximately 350,000
people, many of them in poverty, live all along the periphery of the small national park.
Leopards can be seen strolling the city streets, and hunting in parking garages.

Regenerative Agriculture

Regenerative Agriculture” describes farming and grazing practices that, among other
benefits, reverse climate change by rebuilding soil organic matter and restoring
degraded soil biodiversity – resulting in both carbon drawdown and improving the
water cycle
The key to regenerative agriculture is that it not only “does no harm” to the land but
actually improves it, using technologies that regenerate and revitalize the soil and the
environment. Regenerative agriculture leads to healthy soil, capable of producing high
quality, nutrient dense food while simultaneously improving, rather than degrading the
soil.>Aquaculture>Agroecology>Agroforestry>Biochar>Compost>Holistic Planned
Grazing>No-till>Pasture Cropping>Perennial Crops>Silvaculture
http://regenerationinternational.org
Why is regenerative agriculture needed:
Toxic Salmon Farming
Kurt Oddekalv, a respected Norwegian environmental activist, claims salmon farming is
an unmitigated disaster, both from an environmental and human health perspective.
Below the salmon farms dotted across the Norwegian fjords is a layer of waste some 15
meters (49.2 feet) deep, teeming with bacteria, drugs and toxic pesticides, and since the
farms are located in open water, this pollution is in no way contained.
Pollutants found in the feed include dioxins, PCBs, chlorinated pesticides and a number
of other drugs and chemicals. When consumed by the salmon, these toxins accumulate
in the fat. One study,10 which tested 700 salmon samples collected from around the
world, found PCB concentrations in farmed salmon are, on average, eight times higher
than in wild salmon.

1. Industrial Agribusiness




Whether it’s the animal waste and antibiotics from livestock operations, or the nitrates
and pesticides from GMO corn and soy grown to feed the millions of confined animals,
from sea to shining sea, industrial agribusiness, led by multi-billion dollar corporations, is
destroying our most precious natural resource—water.
State and federal regulators by and large use their power to protect corporate profits, not
public health.Water pollution from agriculture has direct negative impacts on human
health; for example, the well-known blue-baby syndrome in which high levels of nitrates
in water can cause methaemoglobinemia – a potentially fatal illness – in infants.
Pesticide accumulation in water and the food chain, with demonstrated ill effects on
humans, led to the widespread banning of certain broad-spectrum and persistent
pesticides (such as DDT and many organophosphates), but some such pesticides

are still used in poorer countries, causing acute and likely chronic health effects.
Aquatic ecosystems are also affected by agricultural pollution; for
example,eutrophication caused by the accumulation of nutrients in lakes and
coastal waters has impacts on biodiversity and fisheries.

PLASTIC POLLUTION
Fact #1:
8.3 BILLION Metric Tons (9.1 BILLION US Tons) of plastic has been
produced since plastic was introduced in the 1950s. The amount of plastic
produced in a year is roughly the same as the entire weight of humanity!
Fact #2:
Virtually every piece of plastic ever made still exists in some shape or form
(with the exception of the small amount that has been incinerated).
Fact #3:
Nearly TWO MILLION single-use plastic bags are distributed worldwide
every minute.
Plastic pollution is killing our planet, and plastic pollution is killing us. It’s choking our
oceans, poisoning our food and water supply, and wreaking havoc on the health and
well-being of humans and wildlife worldwide. Plastics degrade into smaller particles
and unless subjected to extreme temperatures or pressure remain plastic until they
become plastic microparticles.

